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After  the  Taliban  wrested  power  from  Afghanistan’s  democratically-elected
government in August 2021, almost overnight, life for millions of Afghans changed
radically and possibly irrevocably. Notably, the rights of women and girls to be
educated and to participate in the workforce were stripped away. But the nation was
also plunged into a terrible humanitarian crisis with more than a million severely
malnourished  children,  massive  unemployment,  and  runaway  inflation.  So  what
caused the sharp decline in living conditions? What can aid agencies like the United
Nations Development Programme do to improve the lot of ordinary Afghans? And
what will it take to stave off the collapse of Afghanistan? Abdallah Al Dardari, the
UNDP’s  resident  representative  in  Afghanistan  gives  us  the  view  from  Kabul.
Presented by Peter Clarke.

An  Asia  Institute  podcast.  Produced  and  edited  by  profactual.com.  Music  by
audionautix.com. Transcript here.

Main image: Abdallah Al Dardari. Listing image: Kabul, 2021. Credit: Photo by Farid
Ershad on Unsplash.
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