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Description: Despite all the talk of trade wars and other tensions, China remains the largest
source of international students worldwide. In Australia alone, there are more than 125,000 China
nationals attending higher education, representing 22% of all international university students.
Needless to say, these large international numbers provide a massive revenue boon for Australia’s
cash-strapped institutions of higher learning. But what is the experience of Chinese students here
in Australia? Given their large numbers, and their origins from a country that many Australians
may view with some ambivalence, how are they being received, embraced or excluded? How are
the Chinese students themselves finding ways to cope, or thrive, in the Australian social and
academic environment? University of Melbourne researchers Dr Qiuping Pan and Dr Eric Fu join
host Sami Shah to explore the complex, often overlooked lived experiences of Chinese
international students in Australia.
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Sami Shah | g&£-b:
AEKIF, FEFEKD, KD CENZFEY .

Eric Fu | &+

Avery interesting phenomenon these days is when students receive more than one offer, like one
offer from UK, one offer from Australia. They will post that on social media and ask for advice.
Which one should I pick? And then all these alumni and current students from these two
institutions will chip in.

RAEBNMRAERENIARE, MRFLERNKZIZHRBOBA, ttan—mkBRE, —MHkE
BRI . S IEXEREBRMAZIHZHEE EFREW “FZEB—7 "HEXRA
FROKRAMEREBRERITIE. BB,

Qiuping Pan | &8+

Chinese international students can be Australia's assets as well. They do so much in terms of
promoting Australian social and cultural events in Chinese social media, and they sustain
transnational ties with Australian society and economy even after graduating from Australia.

FEBFEREBARRNTHEREENNE, MBEF A TEE ERRETIRAM T A&
XA, MAEREELVEFRAFNTE, MIRASITXDRFHZEKREMEFER.

Sami Shah | §&&-7:
In this episode: how Chinese international students navigate their experience in the West. Ear to
Asia is the podcast from Asia Institute, the Asia research specialists at the University of Melbourne.

AT EH, RMNEFRNOEEZ: PEEFENMTREREDMOENS. KB (TNZF)
EHRBRARFTMNAREGE, XBELRTINARIBHNERFE.

Despite all the talk about trade wars and other tensions, China remains the largest source of
international students worldwide, with over 1 million students pursuing higher education abroad
in pursuit of Bachelor's and postgraduate programs as a pathway to global careers and potential
migration, or to take up scholarships and research opportunities.
REEPRTHENNRUFHERERZRMEMEKFE, FENAREREANEFE
NRE. GHEBE 100 fRFAEIBIIMERSFHE, MNBEARIMRERE, FEMEL
ARKNOEFRCIRY X RNBENZRISHE, HZ2ATEFRRZENSESWRNINE.



Top destinations include, unsurprisingly, the United States, where students from China account
for a quarter of all international students. Australia also ranks high, with over 125,000 Chinese
nationals representing 22% of all international uni students. Needless to say, these large
international numbers provide a massive revenue boon for sometimes cash strapped institutions
of higher learning. But what is the experience of Chinese students here in Australia? Given their
large numbers and their origins from a country that many Australians may view with some
ambivalence, how are they being received, embraced or excluded?
XEZERRIMEBARZRDNEFZ BN, PEFE SEFE S 25%., BAF L hHT
B, BHEAF 125 TERTFEEFE, SEFESEM 22%. AEmk, WERNBFEN
BRANEARZEENNSFHETEER T HATRNBANEK, EFEBFEFAERR
FITHKFRARRZWER? ETHEEBFEHEER, XKRE—NMELTFZRAFTASEL
REZMNER, MNESNLRRZWE? AMIZRAMI), EE2HFMEI?

How are the Chinese students themselves finding ways to cope or thrive in the Australian social
and academic environment? And what policy measures could best balance universities
commercial motivations, with the responsibility to provide meaningful education and social
experiences.

hEEZE X EMMERRAMN T NESMEARRE, EEAXNRENLNED L RATE?
PRLBUR AR BIL K F AR UV AHEREZEBEE, HREAEEEEXNEEFES
HERETe?

To discuss, I'm joined by two researchers looking at the overseas student experience in Australian
higher education. Dr Qiuping Pan is a lecturer in Chinese studies, as well as Deputy Director of the
Centre for Contemporary Chinese Studies here at Asia Institute, and Dr Eric Fu is a senior research
fellow at the Youth Research Centre, part of the Faculty of Education at the University of
Melbourne.

PR, BBBT KEXODRAN T SFHEEFERRNRAUFEHBRITXMER: BEICE
@+ (DrQiupingPan) FIMIFREAI P XHRHID, FRELIKPEARFOREE CF
f@+t (DrEricFu) MR RAXRFHEZREFMARTONSREARR.

Welcome back, Qiuping, and welcome, Eric.

WilEk, EEL. Xl FEL.

Qiuping Pan | j&{#+:
Thank you, Sami, for having us.

FERUREF, WHAHRAEIS .

Eric Fu | {18+
Thank you.
HHEEIE .



Sami Shah | §&E&-7:

Eric, let's start with you. Tell us who Chinese international students to Western universities are.
[ mean, as much as we can risk generalising about them.

L, TMNENETRE. BRBAMN AN, XEEATRERENTEBZERTREEF—
BN SRBUNBMEXFNMIERERZNIE, SURGEZNETEEHBAEE,

Eric Fu | &+

The biggest group would be those students who have completed their undergraduate study in
China and then come to Australia for a Masters degree. And I think according to the statistics, this
would be the biggest group. And we also have a significant number of students who come to
Australia to pursue the undergraduate degree. We also have some students come to Australia to
pursue professional kind of qualifications or degree as well.

RANEFEFRNZERLEEPEETARERERF L IEMTMNFE, MGt ERE, X
—*_\mmkéﬁlﬂ—gﬁ’\] A, WERDZEEIRERTITRARM . BF - FERRKR
MIZA T BUSIRW R FR T WK FN,

Sami Shah | g&X-b:
Qiuping, can we generalise as to where they're from in China? What socioeconomic backgrounds,

for example, they might occupy?

BEL, BRARABIAEXEEEFERGHFEMLEWX? tbin, M{IBEREMLEHSE
FERR?

Qiuping Pan | ;&{&+:

Yeah, I think while some generalisations can be made, it's also very important to recognize that
both commonalities and diversities are very much present within this group. So that starts
probably from talking about the socioeconomic status. The majority of Chinese international
students come from middle and upper middle-class families. So some research suggests that
probably 85% of the students will be from this background. Most of them will be self-funded,
relying on family support. But also, there is also a very important trend that there is a growing
minority who receive scholarships to fund their study abroad experiences. And I myself actually
belong to the minority group there.

BARTANT DU — L8R, ERFERIRE, XMFHEARNTRAEHRME, BiEEST. T
FMHESEFERUE, KEHPER %‘—EHEQEPFE&EPLM):%F BRKRE, KEE 85%
MEERXHNER. NAZEAEHREY KEXRERY. Td, EA-—MEBXINEER
B, KEXFESHENDHFERFLIAY X, AAABETX—DEEHE,



And in terms of the geographical origin, most of the students, quite unsurprisingly, would be
coming from China's most developed cities around, like 80% from recent research. And as they
indicate, 80% will be coming from tier one cities like Beijing, Shanghai or the new tier one cities.
So those who come from the lower tier cities, I think will only account for a very small proportion.
We don't really have very specific statistics about this.

MHESRIERE, FHAR, RIEBEHTAR, K2 80% MEFERBTERLANET, £
BE—&WM, tbadt. B DUIRHMFT—ZHT. REF-LETHNFENIZASR)N
FI—D 8y, AT B IR A R 3 R Bk

And age wise, while typically speaking, they come to pursue undergraduate and postgraduate
degrees from 18 years old and in their 20’s. But there is also a growing trend of students in their
30’s who want to start their life anew and give themselves another choice.

MEFREMRE, —BKiE, KEABNIARENBEFETEEPE 18 5F 20 5., i,
RIEEMHAEMNES: 30 ZTMFEAEN, MRNHEBLEFZEHNTH, HECLIERNE

.

And I want to add to what Eric has just talked about, who are these Chinese international students
at Western universities? I think I would like to add two more adjectives that I have. One is
aspirational and the other is open-minded. So most of the students who want to do this kind of,
study abroad experience are kind of aspirational, trying to enhance their cultural or social capital
and their competitiveness. And they are also open-minded enough to start their journey overseas.

IREMELRIA MR, BBBIFE—T: XEARAREFRENTFTEBFA RS EFN—
BAN? BEBEMLEANMERE: — P REEEXR", H— P2 BEAFR . BARSEFHER
FEARGHRBREER, MIFERABCHXUER. HEEARRER UREBEEAZSEH. B
B, MNNERBLEBTR, BERBEEE], FERAECHBEINKRKFEZRK,

Sami Shah | g&X-b:
Eric, what are the typical pathways, though, for these students to come to overseas studies? And
is that the same in Australia as it might be in the US or UK, for example?

L, XEZ4E—RPLEBIMEERHEBZR RAFNTHEFEREEMEREANS?

Eric Fu | &+

[ would say mainly they will finish their undergraduate study from a university back in mainland
China and then seek opportunities, you know, either apply by themselves or through an
educational agent to seek opportunity to pursue a Master's degree overseas. That's the most
common kind of pathway.

BRGERENNRZER FERKHE EPEjKBfEi?ﬁE—EZIKﬂ REBIRNSEEED L., BE
LZBCHE B4ABRSBEFVMRDE, XFHEZENREL.



Another important pathway is because of the high competitiveness in the university recruitment
exam back in China. So a lot of parents actually just put their children in those international high
schools and even some of them just directly send them to high schools in Australia just to make
sure they have this opportunity to take the VCE or A-level or whatever kind of international kind
of university recruitment tests and then send them to those international institutions for higher
education.

A—#REENERE, SRNTENSERFEETRIN. RERKIUEZTHIEERST, B
LEEFERERTERIRAMNINHPZE, A THRMIIESI VCE. Alevel FEFFAF
TR, MNmIRF#H BN S FHEIM.

Sami Shah | &k :

Do we know if there's any criteria that they might have for choosing which Western nation they
would preference, you know, is making it a US versus Australia, Australia versus the United
Kingdom. What goes into that decision making process?

MBUNEREME, NEERCUNETEZEREN, SS5EMEIRER? tLMEXEIER
Iz iE, SORRFTHREZ BHERN, RMNBESEARE? EXMRRIESR, ]
—REFZIEWLER R e?

Eric Fu | fH#+:

There is normally a kind of traditional hierarchy in terms of these destinations. Despite what is
going on in the US, I think traditionally US is probably the top, one kind of destinations for
international students to study. And the second tier, probably it would be the UK and also other
higher educational institutions in Europe. And then Australia is, you know, in the kind of third
position in terms of their choices.

BERY, XEBFENMZEFE—MMEENHEF. REXEENEADSFN, ENEEGLE
k& ZENARBZARMEAXENBENG., HFEE-MNRXMEERE, MR —LHMMm
SEHEVME. MEXFTRE, BESHEMNBFEFRNE=(1L,

[ think in terms of their considerations in choosing these institutions, I think this international
ranking really plays a big role, although, you know, there are a lot of debates about to what extent
this kind of ranking can actually reflect the quality of education in certain institutions. But still,
given that these international rankings so successfully kind of promoted in the international
higher education market, I think that will be the key kind of criteria for them to consider.

R EFEEEREFXLEERY, EFAFRHIEEFEEENER. EAXLHAESE
KEUFROBERE—EFAEFIN EEFREEKSFRETH KA EETRRE,
TIRE, FWMASHAMIREZNSETEZ—.



Sami Shah | §&EX-b -

Qiuping, is that accurate both in terms of the countries that they're applying to, but also in terms
of the universities. So, for example, if you know, to be more specific, a prestigious university in
Australia would still rank lower in their consideration than a, you know, mid-tier or third-tier
university in the US.

BEL, XMUOEERD? AMEFHENEREENL, ARFERLOIEXFL? LI
EEREG—R, EM(INEEE, —FIRAMIMNZRITEKREA EXEN—FPEFEE=R

RE?

Qiuping Pan | j&{8+:

When it comes to the decision making, it has a more complicated kind of feature. So several
different factors will come into play. Not necessarily all relying or determined by like where the
university is located at. As Eric has just mentioned, like the international global ranking of the
universities would matter. That's one of the most important things that students will look into. So
that's mostly related to students aspirations to develop their global and their competitiveness in
the job market. So, forming their cultural capital wise.

WEIRKIE, HEZ—IMENEXNTERE SHESMARRER, HFARAHARFMERER
KRE. EMHELRIFREIN, AFEFRHFRE—IMFEEENEERE, BEFEERXT
MTHEz—. XEEEZRFEBRITBFERIUE. BERACERVTINZEFNER. X
o IR A—MXALRARNIRER,

There are several factors that will be very important as well. So, for example, not all the parents |
have talked to will favour America because that America is not always considered as safe and
welcoming, particularly given Trump's governance right now. So some of them would choose, like
Australia or Canada, because of what they perceive as a more welcoming and safer environment.
Australia also has an advantage because of its proximity and also time zone alignment with China.
Cost of living will be a factor that comes into play as well.

EH-EEFREENER. b, BEMENRKT, FA2HE AR TEFEEXE,
AEMANER, REFALRER—IRE. AFNEFENN, TEHEHSIRPASHBENER
T Blt, BERKSEFERAFIHMER, AIMNEEXLEERNIMEEMELT, B
EiieE, BAFNIZEE—MLE, BEFFEEEL NEBtBRFHE, £EEAtE—1
BEEENEERE.

And the other thing is actually, the migration possibilities is also something that students will take
into consideration as well. Although the majority of Chinese international students choose to go
back to China, but when they come to make the decisions, they will think about what kind of
opportunities that their international education will expose themselves to.

TE—RE FESERAKRBRENTEN . ERARZHTEBFERLALESEFOELRR,
EBAEMEBFREREN, BB EFXRERAELNERILE CEMEIMLRNTIS.



Sami Shah | g&£-b:

So I suppose that then forces us to ask the expectations of Chinese international students, both
socially and academically, in fact; pre-departure, you know, before that moment they get on the
plane, what do they hope for or expect? And again, [ understand I'm asking for a generalisation
here, but Qiuping do we have any insight into that?

Ba, XELHSIHT Pl PEBZEEHIMERATERRTE TAMNEAT? £l
HEEREWIZE, MHEREHA. XERGFHA? 428, RbRaEXNERL OwmE—
ERMEY, ERELRMNNUEREHAEE?

Qiuping Pan | j&{8+:

This also is a very important question. If we are going to actually develop a new, more nuanced
understanding of this group because their expectations and their aspirations also vary greatly. So
in terms of their personal and academic aspirations, some of them want to actually further
develop their job market competitiveness.

XE— N EEEEMNEA. IRFBNFBENEFEX—BAEER—MHN. EAS. EXRE
AUIERR, BMAIRRE], MOBFIRMAShEEERANER. B, #mMMNtAS
FAEOME ALFERLEREH—TRABCHRL TS,

So, we can see a lot of Chinese undergraduates who haven't really been able to enter into the top
tier Chinese universities after the college entrance examination. They want to go and study
overseas and get themselves into like a higher ranking international university. So after
graduation, they can go back to China. In Chinese job market, they got a more impressive CV
suggesting their educational background.

Frd, BANEFE, REFEARNEESERIEHAANZPENTNARARFE, T2MMEFHE,
HEEBANHFRESNBIRFE XIH—K, EVEMMNATUEEIFE, EFER LTS,
AAXHENHEER, MNEIHEEEENRR,

And in the meantime, we also need to take into consideration that Chinese government, local
government, they are paying more attention to recruiting overseas trained international talents.
So in some big cities like Beijing and Shanghai, they will actually provide policy incentives, like to
invite students who graduated from top universities back to work there. So that also constitutes
as an incentive.

SitER, HMNEFTRERE, TRETRBFEZMTBN, MESHMEMERRSIEFEH
HEBTRMOERFRUAT . AXELER. DEBXFHARET, BUNTESHE&LBORME, &
SIEN FHRERNFERETE. XAEXMER LW T —MEAREER.



But there are also students who just merely want to expose themselves to different worlds. They
want to get themselves to know the broader world and to provide themselves with an alternative
way of life.

HR ALEFERZRAMEILACEMABNHT. MMNHEE%THE EOER, If
AHCHRR—MABRNEETTR.

Sami Shah | §&E-7:

You did raise a very interesting point there that some of the Chinese universities, they might not
be able to get into because of how prestigious they are and how difficult they are for admission.
But they would then get into university in the West. And yet somehow that foreign degree is seen
as more valuable back in China. Does that mean that some of the students are now using this as a
shortcut to get a prestigious job that they would not be able to get if they just stayed in China?
RN RE—IMRERENIAR: ATHrTESKREES. XBHEXR, #EFETEHAN
X, BMMNHAEBHEANATNAFERE. MEFRENE XHENEIFEHOEFER
MERZE. PXETEBERE, REFEEXZFESE—TER EZRGRNEBEERAFTRE
ZHIRGIEF TIE?

Qiuping Pan | j&f#E 1 :

[ think this is quite a complicated issue. So first of all, we all understand that the Gaokao, the
college entrance examination in China is super competitive, and it shouldn't be taken for granted
that the higher the score is, the more talented a student is, because there are very significant
regional differences. If you are, say, born in Beijing, there is a much higher chance for you to enter
into Peking University than some other students from less advantageous socioeconomic
backgrounds in a remote area.

R EXNEBEELEE RN, BERNEBIE, PENSEZFEERI. MERAFESR
R ER PEEHA—ERREFEETFRM. bk, MRIREEEILR, #EAL
RAFHMRIETES, ZeTHERBRIBX. REXPAFHFE,

So otherwise, I think international education, people do see value in that, because that indicates
that your ability to get in contact with people from different cultural backgrounds. You have this
kind of international capital that will showcase that you can tap into opportunities that's available,
that's afforded by globalisation. That's the reason why those big cities are providing incentives to
recruit these overseas trained talents back to China.

MA—TTERE, ERHEXNREAXRGEHLSENEN, EACER T REENRARKL
BROANITRE. B XWERCAKRTIREREAME SIRUERNEMIS., BERRAX
B, BMEXREHTASHEBR, REBMEFRNATERPE.

10



Sami Shah | g&£-b:

Eric, integrating into a foreign society grappling with a foreign language, all while studying for a
higher degree, is a challenging prospect for anyone. For Chinese university students here in
Australia, what does the research say about how successful or otherwise that integration has been?

L, WRRREERABENTS, XNEENIMENE, ENEERESEFEM, XXE
AKIRER ANk . B TFAERAFTAFEEZA, HETRIAAMBNARAER
BEARERFRE?

Eric Fu | &+

I would say in general, it's not as they would expect, you know, in terms of integration
academically and socially. I draw on the kind of social media comments given by one of the
participants from my research, who says he originally planned to study his Masters degree and
then do a bit of part time job, and then maybe towards the end of his study, he can do some
internship as well. But the reality is, when they come here, he finds 100% of his energy and effort
was invested into finishing all the assignments on time. So that's one thing. Just the academic
pressure that they are facing is really immense.

HiAK, BHXREFE, TitdEFltE, FRAEHRE, MMNOBAILERECBHNBANRF.
BEARPH—USE5EEMRREE LRE], MEMORANBEETMTEAM, IEMMTRER
AREFREVHNE FBIHREINE., BUAXE, RIFXEELXIA, BC/LFEEBAEE
BN ERAERNTAEMEL . R, MOmENHZEYENDELEER.

Sami Shah | & :

Can I drill down into that then? Is the linguistic challenge larger for them? The academic challenge
in terms of, you know, Australian academic norms and expectations or the social cultural
challenge, what aspect is the most time consuming?

MIFER—T, MB{IKE, REESW—HTERKEKR? B LHNEH, EEERRKT
THZEAIEMER, XBABHEXUEEOHE? M- AR EEIR?

Eric Fu | &+

[ think for them the top priority is to get the qualification. So in that sense, adjusting to the new
kind of academic environment and also try to meet all the requirements of qualification requires,
that's the main kind of direction for their energy and investment into it.

AR, Wk, BEBMRMELEFNER ., NXNTHEXRE, ENEFNFAKE, I
WERFEMARENTMER, s T I ANERBEINERTTE,

Sami Shah | g&X-b -
Qiuping how different are Australian academic norms and expectations from Chinese academic
norms and expectations?

BEL, BAMIMNZFAICMFERE, SHEMEL RREFEZRNER?
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Qiuping Pan | E#+:
Thank you for raising this question because [ was about to add something about this.

SRR XA e, B ARRIF BB —R,

We wouldn't be able to understand Chinese international students well if we don't bring in the
Chinese academic higher education norms into our conversation. So one thing [ would like to
point out is actually-- because I used to teach in China for three years--I would probably say that
the academic culture and expectations is quite different in the Chinese and Australian context.

WRNMEHESFREFNFAIELEEHEK, INALREREERTERZE. HEIED
HN—RE, aﬂiﬁqﬂlﬁciﬁl:ﬁ, HEFRAFTAEZAXANFARPALTEHLEELE RN
E57,

In the Chinese context, like students, are more used to the form of lecturing. So have a lecturer.
They are delivering like the course content from the very beginning to the very end. But
increasingly, when Chinese universities have got more overseas trained academics working there,
it's also changing. I'm not trying to overgeneralise here, but generally speaking, students have this
kind of tendency to believe that they should probably not proactively speak up unless they've got
something really important and worth sharing. And that's very different here, because students
are encouraged to share their ideas and do not care so much about how they would be evaluated,
either by their peers or teachers, etc. So that's a very big difference.

ARE, FAFIRTHARABFALN. HRE, HIBIMLBEHIFBRERNR. BEE
HXEZ AT EINERNFEHXRAPTESR, IMBERBAEZHLXE LA BFAB—HML,
BEMARINR, Lﬁb”‘iﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂlﬁﬁﬁ BRIFFHRHIER. BEENENRE, MIEEANES
AEZEHRE. MAERKME, BRARRA—1F. XESZMFETHNPZECHRE FE
Lﬁ&%ﬁlﬁ—?—ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁfﬁ{ﬂ!ﬂl XEMFEEENER.

Sami Shah | g&X-b:
Class participation, for example, is seen as a hurdle requirement for many subjects. You know,
you're expected to participate in class.

tbanii, FESESERSIFEEEE—TIMMER, A2l FABEETEARELSS
e

Qiuping Pan | E{§+:

Indeed, indeed. And sometimes, like when they are not really well-prepared for that, it can be a
quite daunting experience for them to start with. And it's a learning process, and they need to go
through a sometimes challenging learning curve to realise that.

WL, WmScmlt, MERRE, LLNHFEXFTRDEEFN, —THARSSRENMKIETR
KB RAHMHE, MXAFHRE—1NFILE, MFEFEFTELH —REAENERE
FRBIREX -~

12



One thing that I did in my class, which turned out to be quite helpful, is I actually share with them
the university policy and guidelines about the importance of a safe environment for students to
speak up, and also in the original, like the first few classes when they are discussing just among
themselves. Sometimes [ don't really mind if they are talking to their peers. They are using
Chinese, but later when they are sharing with the classroom, they share their findings in English.
[ feel that is very helpful to make them to feel safer and to share their ideas and more comfortable.
BERE L —1FE, IREEAHE. AeMNFEDEZAFXRTEERE RS HENEXK
KIIEE. A ERVNILTRE, HFERZHIT/NATRE, BEILAXRMEAM(IFE
FEBPXZR, BFINENERNZN, NFEARCKEIMIAITIEHR . REEXF
ENtiILtMNERE 2Rk HWEERFOANE, BOASHMRRERES.

Sami Shah | g&%- -

Eric, how challenging has that linguistic aspect then being Qiuping is talking about the English
presentation in class. There have been articles about the difficulties many Chinese students have
in expressing themselves in English with a level of fluency. The prevalence of translation apps
now might be delaying that transition to higher English standard. Is this something that the
students are aware of as a problem, and are they feeling supported in it?

fEL, MESEREXE, BEINFRINRERXRR, NEERFEREE SR
A -EXEFRE, #ZTEFEEARCRNFLACHRBE RE. AEPFREXAL
R, mREILMR AR, AMEBMNEH— PRI EENHE. BEEBCHRERR
FXE—NERE? ERIBEFIX R, B RE USRI ERAEROS?

Eric Fu | fH#+:

You're right. This is a major barrier for their classroom engagement. So oftentimes when there is
adiscussion point raised in the tutorial group, I think, Chinese students are a bit reluctant to really
participate, not simply because they don't have a point to share or add onto the discussion. It's
mainly, you know, they are concerned about the language ability and whether they can make their
point very clearly in English. So that's a major barrier for a lot of them.

REHFRE BEEWHIZMNSEREESHN—KER. AUENTRRE SHEMRE—D
WERE, FTANAPEFEFESERILER, HARBRARE. BEXHAZEAMNRZI R,
FLEATRIME TR, TEEZRAMANEBCBECHIESRS, BOACRERBIEURR
KRESEE. Fib, XXEIIPRE AR, WL —IMRANERS.
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Qiuping Pan | &+ :

Can I add one more thing here? I think this relates to the question you raised earlier, Sami, about
the difference of the academic culture in classrooms. So when Chinese students were learning
English, their learning process is very much dominated by the pattern of teachers correcting them
or themselves correcting themselves. So, grammatical mistakes and also, like other mistakes or
accents are huge in terms of when they were thinking about what they are saying. So I relate to
that because I used to be an international student. So when I was about to speak up, my heart
would be pounding and I would be thinking to myself, while I'm talking.

B RE—2E? =X, BREXMRZARINREFAXUEREX., FEFEEFR
ERNRE, MMNNFISEBREEEZMAUAENBERUETSH. MNSMNEREFEERIEA
MRER, HRFENHZIBENAX. MEAREUHE. AROSTEFCEF. RAKBCIUL
B EEBEFE, AR ARIER. GRELS, RNOHSBERR, EEX—AE,
—RERE CERABURERIN

So first of all,  need to summon my courage to speak up. And when I finally started to speak, there
are two, like two people in my mind. One is in charge of speaking and the other person, they will
be listening to what is being said, and then criticise myself for every single mistake I made in
pronunciation, and in terms of grammar, etc. So that is also some kind of, invisible hurdles and
battles that Chinese international students are dealing with. That's very common.

FrA, BESEBSARAA. SRELTHAOHEEN, RNNEEGHSERIEC: — T
RiE, A=K, FESHPECHERFTRELLNE—PHER. XYRULERE
BE4 B EANNEREROENN, FEEE.

Sami Shah | g&X-b:

How well are Chinese students supported by their institutions here then, in terms of these
challenges they face? Qiuping?

B4, BEL PEFEEENXERENERN, SNERERZDEHR?
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Qiuping Pan | &+ :

[ think Australian universities are increasingly aware of the need of support amongst like
international students in general. So say, for example, at the University of Melbourne, I can see a
wide range of support being created and being provided such as academic skill hubs, which I often
refer students to so they will provide support with presentation skills. Or sometimes if you bring
a piece of writing to them, they will help you to identify problems and they can help you with
resume writing. And nowadays, there are also mental health service that will provide low cost
and language accessible counselling as well. Career services will be covered and also sometimes
legal and visa support will also be available.
BOIAABRRFTHOAFERBERBEZ R BEFELBBEEE LI BT, ARRAKE,
BEIFREET SMIFHRS, Bl FAEERL . BEFHEZEERIPO. BIOR
REBYFERTDRRKEE, FELTUTEACHEEIE, MNSHRIEHDH, WNE
ERRMEIBEEIES. 15, FRERZ T OERRRS, SFEREMTFH. ZIBEFHHO
EEE, 9, FROXFEBREENRUVAXRRS, ARNESRERAETEMFIETENE .

But aside from the progress that has been made, there are also definitely gaps that remain to be
filled. So say for example, currently I'm working with my students like to develop a guideline for
anti-scamming support information sheet for Chinese international students. So [ was hoping that
this kind of co-designed workshops will also help to fill in those small pieces of gaps, in terms of
supporting and helping Chinese international students.

EXANTTH, REEZBMFTA R, ENAFTERTERRENNTA. IHFEBIT XML
EHRITA TIELS, BEtpth XL/ MEXRERMERO . thil, REEEMZEENKERTLZ—H
T EE T EBFENERESERE, XEXFBITNUEFHHMEYTEEREE

Sami Shah | §&EK-7:
Eric, it’s not just the students. What about the lecturers, the teachers, the tutors, the course

design at the university? How much does it take into account the needs of the international
students?

L, FRBZFAETTE, GHIH. BH. WRREMURRZORERT, EEAEEL
RIEBEENTRPNER?
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Eric Fu | &+

[ would say I will agree with Qiuping, a lot of improvements have been made in the past few years.
You know, as the research evidence is starting to pick up, [ would say the universities still have a
lot of things to do. I've noticed there are some workshops to help build our uni staff’s cultural
competency in terms of dealing with students from different cultural backgrounds. But I would
say, maybe these initiatives could benefit from including, some of the students and trying to, you
know, hear from them. And also co-designing these kind of workshops or capacity building
programs, you know, a wisdom that would be, I think, a better way to go.

HRARARBLNEE IEX/LERICEBAN DB, BEERXARIEEARIR, K
RERARDALTEF S TEFRHUSEE. BAIRE, WESZRGAT -EITES, TMNH
YR HER R TR XA@EE /), BEMMNEFSARAXAERNFEITRE. fFidk
BER, MRXLBEERBUFERGSEHR, HIBNNERE SIRTESELF. B,
WMRXETEGERE N BRI B M F A —2HERIT, It —TFasiZ 58k, AR
SRE—FEAEMENTN.

Sami Shah | g7 :

You're listening to Ear to Asia from Asia Institute at the University of Melbourne. And just a
reminder to listeners about Asia Institute's online publication on Asia and its societies, politics
and cultures. It's called the Melbourne Asia Review. It's free to read and it's open access at
melbourneasiareview.edu.au. You will find articles by some of our regular Ear to Asia guests and
by many others. Plus you can catch recent episodes of Ear to Asia at the Melbourne Asia Review
website, which again you can find at Melbourne Asia Reviews.

SIEERTERRBRARETMNARRIEL AN (N F) BE. BNBREESARTASET N
MREETEMNRHEMS . BUASXLHZ% EHIR—— (RBRATLMIFL ). BT IME

melbourneasiareview.edu.au HFHEALFEEIFEHARE, XBEFEXRE (INZF) BENER
IR HEMFZIEENXE, o, EFR U ZMus T (M F) HEHEE, MK

R melbourneasiareview.edu.au,

['m Sami Shah and ['m joined by Dr Eric Fu and Dr Qiuping Pan. We're talking about the experience
and coping strategies of the many Chinese international students here in Australia.

HEFEXD, APTENRERRNE—NELMENEF—FE L. SREAETIENIEEZ:
MEEFEERAFNTNER, URMNEX MR AR TTR .

How are international Chinese students here viewed by the local uni staff and students? Qiuping?

BEL, RAMNT AR FNBIRTINZEBE SNEAEFTEEFEMN?
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Qiuping Pan | &+ :

This kind of perceptions can vary greatly. Say, for example, on the one hand, sometimes they can
be framed as an issue, or sometimes as a risk, like to academic standards in Australia, etc. So
please allow me to elaborate this a little bit. So sometimes, like Chinese international students are,
being framed as problems because they will be considered as deficient in terms of language skills,
their level of engagement. And they have the stereotypes of coming from like rich families etc. But
in the meantime, what has been actually buried or overshadowed by this generalisation are what
we have talked about, like the minority groups within this big cohort as well.

RMEBEEELERRKR. tbix, —7m|E, NS BN, FNEERANSEERT T
FARE, BRE-DERE—T. AAERNERANSINABZEEESEN. RESS5EFN
EFERE, IASEMNGREEARE, BN, MIEEhE REERREFZRNR. B
SittER, XE—FmitayHE, FELAZBRIITEERIFNERL, EARIHRInALE
RE2EEHENDHEE, HLOETERBFERXMERBEEASTRERZN—ED.

And in terms of on the other side, there are also positive views and institutional efforts as well.
So in general, I think the higher education sector in Australia is quite welcoming, like being very
affirmative about like the potentials that Chinese international students can bring to actually
financially support underfunded university sector and bring along more multicultural exposures,
like for domestic and other international students here as well. So that kind of underpins
universities efforts to foster inclusion through policy and programming as well.
BAB—TEXRYE, OHIFE-ENPEBFZENIEREEL THER, BEAEFHF
FEBFEMBE . BERY, RANNBRRMNISFHAEFRERB LD EEBFER,
S EEEINTMIIERNE N, flNEFRAENSREREHOMBIF, ILUEAX
WFAEMAMERNVEFETRESEMSITANER., XtUE—EEE MR T SR
BURANI B (2 B A MRV AL,

Sami Shah | §&EK-7:
Eric, what can you tell us about the wellbeing and psychological challenges for these students?
What are some common reported issues?

L, XEFEESHERNCE S IRMEDE? hI1ERE A=A WmLE?
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Eric Fu | 1&g+

[ think the main challenge for them is, because they're facing quite a big difficulty in making
friends and, you know, establish that kind of social network in the host society. So in that sense,
that is a big kind of wellbeing, concern for this group. I've talked to students who really struggled
during especially during the Covid period in terms of having the social life and having a few
friends, you know, to talk to when they feel really stressed. So that really has a big impact on their
general well-being.
BOAAEMNRROBER, RERERZIPRR, AT HEIHMIETERCHARE, X
M T EIZ R, EXSWMMNNSOMMBRES A NNES . HEM—L240E, THEAE
ERIEHE, MEHZAEIRBE TRANEME, hikDEENKEEEBIFNBAR. X,
XEZ BN BE S MERIEN T NNF 0.

Sami Shah | g&X-b:
Qiuping, do you think have they been able to find ways to thrive and engage positively?
BEL, BRESMINAERERRL—LIVE, ILECRRMS5#HK. TEEHE?

Qiuping Pan | &8+

[ definitely do believe so. So what I have been observing and what [ would like to do further
research about is actually the creative ways for students to self-organize and to address problems
they commonly face and tackle challenges they commonly face, and to thrive more positively.
BEARTEN. H—HENRE. HBRLRAARN, SFENWVETEIRIIE S,
FUENART, FABEMMNERER AEEMMkE, FIUERRNTRRKMER.

So actually, if you walk along Swanston Street and to Federation Square from time to time, you
can see more Chinese international students presence there, not merely as consumers for the
bubble tea shops, but also there are like music players, they are dancers, and there are like even
Chinese rappers, who are Chinese international students. So they are finding creative ways to
showcase their cultural identity, their cultural background, etc. And also there are say, for
example, in the case of University of Melbourne, there are increasingly more student groups
formed by Chinese international students. Some are focusing on tackling problems here in
Australia, some are also organising about like say, being volunteer teachers in remote areas in
China, for some are focusing on academic integration and also like career-wise progression, etc.
So I think that is a really vibrant area. You can see like different efforts being put into advancing
on their own welfare.

WMRRERBENEL NS, —RERKI 9 BB ERELZTERFENGE . 1]
ARABEMERN S, EHEANERBHEE, BkE EEXRFTREEFEERILEE. MBIEERR
FRENAXRIBCHXUENMXUE R, A, BRAKRFHIATEXRBEZHPEEF
HARNFERE, FERARCOINETRABZEERAMNTBENEMEER, FESEARS
HEEREREZHX M ZHEN, T -LENXOTFARERATRYARETE. HIAAXE
—PNEERENNIKR. RUMEER, MMNEASHTILE CHNERRSTEERT,
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Sami Shah | §&E&-7:

One of the aspects of being an international student that is often advertised, promoted and talked
about is the freedom that you have as a student travelling away from your home. However, how
does the potential for political pressure or risk of surveillance from Chinese authorities colour
that experience of mainland Chinese students here? How much freedom do they actually have?
Eric.

EA—RBFE F—TMHREEER. FRFENR, MERZBERZ. FEIMKRFEMBHENE
M. E5IEN, STFERANTEFZNFERMEFEKRE, MREERIEEBISE DTSR
BPESTEHEESTREE SMERARSASZEmE? S EHELZ0a/R? (1L
BRLE?

Eric Fu | fH#+:

That's a sort of thorny topic to really talk about. So people would think, okay, when they come
overseas, they’re exposed to this kind of liberal society, you know, they have access to a whole lot
of different information that they couldn't access before. But I would say from my research, at
least, you know, students are more likely to become a more kind of critical citizen with a kind of
global view, wisdom.

—PMERBRFHES AMEEERST, FEXRIBHNZE, HEANT I EAHNMSR,
BEEMEIFEEELERBNES. EEDNENARRE, FEFETEMATEMHRIR
MRR, FEME—EMNERIAFMHEHER.

So they grow up in the authoritarian kind of society. And then they’re also used to different kind
of media contexts, and then they come out with a kind of assumption that they’re stepping into a
free media world, but then they will soon figure out all that lots of the media reports, you know,
in the English media, mainstream media are still more or less, you know, biased as well. So to that
degree they will probably try to find the middle way, you know, to really critically engage both
sides of the media sphere and probably become more critical in terms of having their own views.

{ﬁTf]ﬁﬁf—¢%?§EF%E§$i§, 3R 7 RN EERE, SMNEHEN, FER®

E-MRE, BREECEHEA-NEBANEEET. ERRMBMNASEZI, FERE. TR

HREPHNITFEZIRE, EXBHLSHDHEERL. Fib, MXPMEXLEER, TS HEER

MIREREZ B —MITRNSE, BERHNATXEZEZFRNINER, FERMECU A
I EFERAMAM.

Sami Shah | g&X-b -
Qiuping, are the students that you engage with, are they fearful of surveillance? Are they fearful
of political pressure? Or is it something that is even entering their concern set?

BmEL, REMINFERIBORIGEL? NFHEBCAENL? SEE, XEFFEMD
ML, AREAEFEREONE?
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Qiuping Pan | &+ :

Actually, I think in my class, one thing that has been really helpful to encourage people like to
speak up is, I would emphasise that the university policy of creating a safe environment and for
free speech. So I always emphasise that. And when you have created a safe classroom
environment, you'll be surprised to see how actually different ideas will be brought about, like to
enrich the classroom.

KBrE, TIANAERBCHRE L, ﬁ—#%ﬁﬁmiiﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁﬁ% AR RRIFAR
FRTEEZEHEMNRESTIEEHNBR. HERRBAX—R. ZHAFEUELENRE
IMRzE, FEKRIHREIAZENATZAZHNEE, ﬁ MBESHMREAERAEEL
FERE,

But in the meantime, I kind of feel like the discussions about censorship in China is also actually
undermining the credibility of what Chinese students are saying as well, because it creates this
kind of environment, when Chinese international students are critical about Chinese government,
they will be considered as they have integrated and they have mastered the skill of critical
thinking. And they are ‘more like us’ now.

ﬁﬁw HERRSE AXTEEFEHENITEXERLELRS T PEZERENTEE, BA
XENBHE T XFE—MAE: GhEEFEMTFEBNN, RSHIA D BTRARBT S,
ZEiE 7 HAMBERIS, "TEEREANT

And when they are sharing the genuine kind of recognition or the sense of pride in China's
progress and development, sometimes that can be actually suspected, like that might be a result
of being brainwashed or maybe just being politically naive unless proven otherwise. So I kind of
think it's concerning thing like to always framing Chinese students primarily as censored subjects,
because that actually fundamentally positions themselves as different from Western students, not
just culturally, but also ideologically and intellectually.

MNP ENFEEZRADZERVIARSBREN, RMENESZERE, FHRXEWHF
BB ERAER, SBRENTBUEAETRE, BREASFIER. Frld, RRIEFEFETE
BENWEENNER, tﬁﬁ%ﬁ@ E A X MIRA BB ERA T FEARE ——AFNE
XALEE, AERIRESHNEIRE

Sami Shah | g% :

The students don't just exist in Western countries. Their families don't just exist back in China,
but all of them also exist in online and digital spaces. So how do the online or digital lives of
Chinese international students play into their experience as students in the West then? Eric?

TEEFENEEARZEATER, f@ﬂ]ﬁ’]%k’@? IBHEEETE, FEXE, W8
BB ERN A EAENEMBFTEE, BPA, XEL EERZWEARMEMIERTTHES
RIEe, fHEL?
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Eric Fu | &+

As I just said, you know, social media, they have both sides English, social media and also Chinese
digital media as well. So they have these tools and also they've been navigating the Chinese
internet, you know, maybe since they, you know, go to high school, and they have a very kind of
established kind of skill set to really navigate that media sphere, to be engaged in different sorts
of social, political and cultural kind of participation activities.

IR A RENR, M —TTEARXATEE, A—TTEWERERXEFRE L.
MEXEEERERNTRE. REFETENSTER—EREMMER T XERKMN, MR
THEAREFSHESN, EBEXMREZEFSEZIMES. BUaMIENITRTIAS,

[ think Chinese social media still plays a key role for them to navigate their life in the West. I think
a typical example I could give is this starts from the decision to choose the destination of their
study. You know, they will browse social media and they will see a lot of social media posts made
by students who are already studying overseas. You know, they will get access to the first-hand
experience of them studying at a certain institution and a certain destination. So that is an
important reference.

BOAA, PR EFEAERGMNEN AT ERTENALEERBIER . RAUNGFIE,
MEFEFE B R, s ER ST, ERLECLEBIIMIFERAUR, MBI
E—FEPEHAMB T MAEREGEC., A, XEELNERFESMAMIIER
ENFEFEENSE.

And a very interesting phenomenon these days is when students received like more than one offer
to study overseas, like one offer from UK, one offer from a university in Australia. They will post
that on social media and asking for advice. You know, which one should I pick? And then all this
kind of alumnis and also current students from these two institutions will chip in and share their
experiences. And then that really shapes their decision in terms of study destinations and also
when they arrive in Australia, again, social media plays a huge role for them to really get necessary
information to navigate their life. And also they join different WeChat groups, you know, to get
information about how to choose a subject. And the workload of each subject that entails, all these
things and also get suggestions and advice from previous students. You know, how to navigate
their academic life as well.

HEEIMRAERBNIARE, URFLERNKE ZSHRIEMN, tbin—0kBARE, —HOkA
BRI, RS IEXLEREBRMAZIHTHFEE ETFREW “FZEB—? "HEXRA
FROKREMEIRERSHEKINIL,. BB XPLSEMMIINEZE BT E, MY
IREIRAF T 2 7, HREEN KR AMNZREEES . ENMENERT R, 1]
HWRMARBNBER, THRATERNESR, LGRS0, MEHMBXER,
R, lbsNERFEBERSEUNES, HYBECEFBENFARENR,
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Sami Shah | g&£-b:

It's no secret that Australian and other Western institutions recruit large numbers of overseas
students for the revenue that they bring in. So, Eric, how should universities here balance their
commercial motivations with the responsibility to provide meaningful educational and social
experiences?

RETEF, BRAFITUREMATERNOSRZMUREREUBINEE, R AMNBEBER
RN B4, HEL, RAARENRZRIZMETEF Y SR EZBERESHE? 6
BER, —HTHFRELFLNEE, Z—TTHAXAEREAFEREELARXNAETERM
H=EL,

Eric Fu | &+

At the moment, I think the higher education institutions are not really fulfilling that kind of
promise to really provide a very meaningful and valuable educational experience for these
students. I think one thing that is really notable is a lot of students complain on social media, “I
thought [ was studying in a foreign university”. And then when I go to class, maybe 70, 80% of the
students are actually from my home country, and this kind of, you know, and also they oftentimes
learn course materials that is really totally not related to that previous kind of life experience. So
[ taught a subject in the Faculty of Arts, it's mainly about media and society, the relationship
between media and society. And a lot of the course materials are based on the media content in
the Western society; TV, drama, music and film, all these things. I would assume a lot of the
Chinese students would have very limited kind of knowledge about. So it's become very difficult
for them to really relate their previous life experience with the content they're really studying.
HEFME, AASFHAEVMELITFRAEREERIXMAE AXEFERBETFERX.
BNEOREESR ., REGET—SHIESIE. BEPESERTRE LS BUNRE
EEMIRFER, "TTMMERBES LM, HLETRE/\BNEEELETRBECHER.
SER, iZEMIIMNRERNES, FENECEEZNETELERTENA LS, iz nE
XERBI—T"REESHI'ORE, REEMEZEZRTATHNEEFAR, LB
R BREFES. AN, WADPEFERY, XERNBASHARRE, ATIAMRIIESEH
REEFIEECHEFLERIIRE F 2B MRARKREX.

Sami Shah | g&X-b:

Qiuping, I saw you nodding there. What do you think about that challenge for universities to
balance commercial motivations with their responsibilities?

wEL, BRFEFIRRKT . FTRFERE, BEmULEEMNASFTIEZEREEE, X
NN . B EEEE?
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Qiuping Pan | &+ :

[ think we have to actually discuss this problem in a more historically informed way. I would like
to draw upon Professor Greg McCarthy and Professor Charlene Song’s research on Australian
higher education. So they have actually pointed out several concerning trends that has been
underpinning the development of Australian higher education.

BOAABNMRINEAN R, MizE5ERXDELEER. BAEL—T Greg McCarthy 0
Charlene Song WAL FHIRX N TRAMN IS FHENMAR, MIMELRXFNTSEFRENEL
REWE LS ABIES.

One problem is, of course, that what we have mentioned about massification, like the large inflows
of international students, that might raise an issue about learning and teaching quality. And the
second is the reliance on international students revenue, which is something that you have talked
about. Associated with that is actually the fact that the government support for the higher
education sector is far from enough from supporting the functioning and operation of the higher
education sector. And the third is demoralisation and insecurity of academic labor and what they
call as proletarianisation of the academic labor. And also there is the demise of the principles of
education, securitisation, of research, collaboration, etc.

HP—P 2RI A RE Y RRW B, b K ERBBEFE TSI ZHFRE TR,
A%, FERZAREINEHE, BRSRAFTHRFRIRBEFEFZBXNEFRIE. 5
HAEXNH®R, BFNAEIFETZRAEUEFSFHEENEREE. E=1EE
FAFHENLTREE . RUNAREMMB EARFTHALZHMRL". Wi, EHEHE. ‘“©E
. Bt SEFESIET.

The point that [ would like to make here is actually when we talk about the dilemma, faced with
commercialisation and quality, we need to think about what alternative sources and pathways are
there for the universities to achieve, like to ensure high quality education can be provided. So I
think that when in today’s political discussion, we can see a lot of debates about international
student cap. So the higher education in international education I think has actually been blamed
for a lot of social problems. That's actually beyond its capability to solve and also which are
actually not originated from the sector itself.

BRERNZE TIIRIEFVCABEREZENEERN, BMNNZEX: ATREEER
2 5EFRERIMEEMNT SRR, XEFREMEHNLRERZ. ELNBUATIRS,
JINEHREXTRIBZERENSEIN. TAAXRBYE, FEHSEBIHEAL TERSSE

B, EXERERAESSFHERITEMN, HEBL T EEmRANEE.
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So I would consider that when we talk about the problems we need, like concerted efforts, not
merely from the higher education sector, but also like the government, the policy makers and say,
for example, if we are if we are talking about the housing crisis, we need to have researchers input
as well. Like to what extent are the problems being caused by international students.

PRIXFIAA, e XEBFEMNEE FEIANESFHER], MEFTESR. BUFMBIRH
EEZNHRE . b, BANKREELIE, BAFEARENSS, XOMEFEEZ K

R IR T X .

And when it comes to the teaching quality, for example. To what extent it's because of the
explosion of international students and to what extent it’s because of the neoliberal trends and of
like the higher education that has been going on for decades. And to what extent it might has to
do with the fact that, like academic jobs are no longer that secure. A lot of university teachers are
themselves under like facing challenges of precarious working environment, etc. So there are no
simple answers to that. But I think I've got more questions than answers here - sorry, Sami.

Btk REHERE, RMAFEHE EZRAEE LR ABRFABERIE XEZK
EELRRASFHEERIEMRNIERENES, NERESAERL SFARUAERA
REAX? RERFZMACHAENREN TENET, EiREME. PrIXXLERBIR
BEENER. BEFEX, RREEMBHOEBLLERES,

Sami Shah | gEX-7b:

Well, that does actually lead rather perfectly into my final question, which I was going to come to
you first, Qiuping; which is what policy changes would you recommend to foster more genuine
inclusion and success for Chinese students in Australian higher education. Are there any specific
things that you can see as solutions that already could be put in place right now?

HILRRIA WA, EFSIHEMNKRE—TE-A, RAKHSEZEELRR FEL, MREEIER
HPEBZEERANT SEHEFERPLARENRANER, FTEMBLBR LANE? R
REAEINERRE L5 RS HER?

Qiuping Pan | j&{&+:

[ think in terms of that, [ would like to bring two initiatives that National Foundation for Australia-
China relations has been doing. One is they have got a new scholarship plan for engaging Chinese
international students to learn more about Australian society. And that’s a more recent initiative.
And there is also an old one which we have been actually honoured to get the funding to support.
So that initiative is about holding the ‘My Study and Life in Australia’ short video contest.

ERANEEL, RERFA T XRERES S EEMNTE., — N EANRERHNE
S$&HY, EIHENPEESLERANT RAAFITLS, XEMNLEHH—IRE. BE—
ANEHBREWRE, M RERAFIE S INAET EAAAR, BIOREEHES T AL
%55k
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So I think underpinning these two initiatives are very strong, in like suggestions made on the part
of the government saying that Chinese international students, they are welcomed, they are
welcome to learn more about Australia. They are welcome to articulate and share their
experiences. One thing we can do at this moment is actually to make this kind of gesture more
explicit.

BAA, ZRANIMEERBE—NRABNES: BUFERIFRAN TV F E B F LR,
WBME LM 7 BEARMT, hdfIFRIEAMIZECHES. BNAEEBN®E, €
XA [ B A 7S R AR I AR IA R

This is not merely because that America is doing a terrible job at this time, indicating that they
are not welcomed, they are politicised, etc, but also because Chinese international students can
be Australia’s assets as well. They do so much in terms of promoting Australian way of life,
promoting Australian social and cultural events in Chinese social media, and they sustain
transnational ties with Australian society and economy even after graduating from Australia
years maybe beyond their graduation. All those should be framed in a more positive light. To
shape our understanding.

XANEZRAAXEEX—TTENRAANRIER, ILBEA D E B FE I A2, WEBUAL,
EEEMNE TERFELRRGAARRFTEREZNNE. 7P XA THEE ETRIRIET
BRI SFAES), MERMEEVEFRAFMITE, MIMRKASTXIBRITFLIZEKRM
ZER XEEREETRA), RIZMNERRNBEREFTEEFZE, BEBNRMNNEE.

And probably it will be a good starting point if we can jump out of the stereotypes for the students
being censored on the subjects being like, brainwashed and even become like source or means
for foreign political interference, that kind of thing.

—PRENFIE, RSB BLZIRENR, thil, FNEFLETFEBFEEREL WHEE KL
", BEWEMBUGTIMIAR".

Sami Shah | g&X-b:
Eric, same question for you then. What policy changes or broader societal measures would you
recommend to foster more inclusion and success for Chinese students?

EERFNEZE, MEL, (RANEBRRER, HEFE ZRERER, o UIREUBLHEEX
(et E B2 E A RAF T NRATIRR?
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Eric Fu | 1&g+

[ would say the first key words would be participation. So I think Chinese students need to be
acknowledged. You know, they put in great effort to come overseas to get this education. So their
presence on our campus, in our society should be sufficiently acknowledged, they should be
acknowledged as part of our broader cultural society at least. Right.
ERBE—NTXRBIEARZR S, WREk, TERFEFTERELEN". TEBEXREE
ShRZE, FHTEXRME . BEit, ERETNIMSFEEER TS RE. ZEIAEXTE,
ED, BAMIZIEMRIIRARAFT Z XN EZARETD -

And then also in terms of initiatives or policies that can really help them, I think it could be helpful
to really include them in this process of policy making or any kind of program designing stage,
you know, to really listen to them and really figure out what they really want and need.
AREEEYBRTE, MREEEIEFBEM], FIAANMIZEBERS E SEE B ARt
Bfrix, siLZ5#k. ZRMNEBEEEEARMNNES, FEERNBIEEEHA. FEH A

And another point I want to make, probably to the broader society, is we need to take a more
broader view about this diversity and inclusion kind of initiative in our society. We talked a lot
about this initiative, but oftentimes we take this in a very kind of narrow-minded way. So you
know, we tend to focus either on one-dimensional ways of framing this term and diversity and
inclusion. It could be implemented and understood in a whole lot of different dimensions,
different ways.
HEBMEZANMZEANE—R: BNEERT SS5ER'XEEUN, ABFFEETE
—&, NEBARILERIN, EEBEFLLRKE, SEMNE-—NUAREEZTSER.
BHEHX, ZRS58RTUNREZAENAEEEXER, BUMNBIARNTRAKESE.

In that case,  would say drawn on the story told by a student. I said, I asked him, is there a moment
that you really feel that you belong to Melbourne? And he told me, he says, you know, when the
people here don’t treat me as an outsider. So one day he walked in the street and someone just
come to him and ask for directions. And that that moment he feels, he belongs to that place. And
also maybe some random person just sitting next to him on the on the bench in the park and
started a conversation, a genuine conversation, rather than just treating them as the other
someone that is fundamentally different from them. I think that will probably a good way to go.

WEXIL, RBDEZ—DFENRE. KHEEM: “BREBLA—Z, FEEECEEETER
K? "MBERFR TABHRREAXENARNBEERLGIABNREE, "5 —RtbEAEH L, BA
AL KEE, MER—Z, RAKSE BCENETXET. XHEE, MIANAERXEMNK
B ELE, —MEEARAEMRZHLT, EMMEITEREK, BE-MERMEANIR, M
AEEMEIN", HERESHEMBECTEEAER—KA. AEE, XRBHAE—DFHEN
J3ME,
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Sami Shah | g&£-b:

Our guests have been Dr Qiuping Pan of Asia Institute and Dr Eric Fu of the Youth Research Centre
of the Faculty of Education, both from the University of Melbourne. Thank you both.

S RRNBETNEEREEBRAXETNFRBO BT —— BB L, MBRAASHE
FREEFRPONMGE—— ML, BHUHHE.

Qiuping Pan | j&{#+:
Thank you Sami.
iR [ 8

Eric Fu | &+
Thank you.
B

Sami Shah | g :

Ear to Asia is brought to you by Asia Institute. You can find more information about this and all
our other episodes at the Asia Institute website. If you like the show, please help us by spreading
the word on your socials. Ear to Asia is licensed under Creative Commons, copyright 2025, the
University of Melbourne. I'm Sami Shah. Thanks for your company.

XEZHBRARZIUMNARREANEHFRNBETE (IMNZF) - ESHREATEREHY
BNER BUMEBERINARREMNLE ., IREERATE, WLEELTHEE L= (L
MzEY o (TNZE) ABRARFZFRN, MKIE 2025 FEIA CC &ZEN. TEFEXKD,
R & LAY !
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